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The new force is exceedingly 
smalljso that we cannot predict any 

practical applications for it?' 

— The Nation. December 25, 1879 

The Nation was talking about the Hall effect, the minute voltage that 
developsat the;edges of current-carrying gold foil in a maenetic field. 
And back in 1879 when Dr. Edwin Hall first detected it, even the 
editors of this leading news magazine didn't know what to make of it 

n fact, for eighty-six years, the Hall effect gathered dust in research labs. 
But then in 1965, while MICROSWITCH engineers 

were evaluating different sensor technologies, they made 
a major breakthrough. 
, ., . They invented a revolutionary sensor by 
building the Hall effect into an integrated circuit. 

The sensor they developed was smaller and 
more reliable than any previously designed. That sensor 
became partof the world's first solid state keyboard. 
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helpsavefuel. 
In fact, designers 

of a famous race car use 
Hall sensors for the same reasons. 

And a Hall effect sensor 
detects the precise needle txwition 

tor stitching patterns in the first 
computerized sewing machine. 

People * 
are even 
using the 

to monitor tire pressure, build better refrigerators, proresf f iTm 
and bale hay. Just to name a few. process run 

We have other ways of doing things. 

fim,r»,h ,$?yl,"8 m a d e n e a r 'y 2 0 0 m i l l i o n H a l 1 sensors, we 
K S ^t1? la, wa-y t0 , m P r o v e the performance of a 
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rhP Hall i f l w ! ?wif h a n d ' w e ' " b e t h e f i r s t t o admit that' tne Hall effect isn t the only way to do things. 
That's why we also have products that work on other principles 
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„. 11 That way, you get our nearly 50 years'experience helnine customers solve 
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For some practical suggestions on how the Hall 
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